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THE  BLUE  BOOK  -  A  SMALL  BUT  WEIGHTY  PACKAGE 


With  the  month  of  October,  as  all 
coin  collectors  are  well  aware,  comes 
Whitman’s  Handbook  of  United  States 
Coins.  One  is  synonymous  with  the 
other — they  arc  as  inevitable  as  the  com¬ 
ing  of  the  tide. 

Just  as  inevitable  is  the  fact  that 
when  one  thinks  of  the  Blue  Book,  as 
it  is  more  familiarly  known,  the  thought 
also  comes  to  mind  that  this  is  THE 
standard  reference  for  wholesale  prices 
of  all  United  States  coins.  This  is  at¬ 
tested  by  the  recent  release  of  the  book 
in  its  28th  annual  edition;  the  Blue 
Book  is  in  fact  the  twelfth  best  seller  of 
all  non-fiction  books  in  the  country. 

Many  of  today’s  coin  collectors  have 
become  such  by  the  “trial  and  error” 
method,  that  is,  by  starting  where 
chance  leads  and  wandering  off  at  tan¬ 
gents  willy-nilly.  Information  gained  by 
this  method  is  not  always  accurate  and 
is  definitely  spotty.  There  is  another 
way.  Starting  with  Whitman’s  Let’s  Col¬ 
lect  Coins,  in  which  the  fundamentals 
of  coin  collecting  arc  more  than  ade¬ 
quately  treated,  the  smart  hobbyist  will 
proceed  to  Buying  and  Selling  United 
kStote*  Coins,  in  which  the  hobby  is 
given  fuller  treatment  and  both  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  coin  values  of  the  more 
common  coins  are  incorporated.  These 
two  books  establish  a  good  understand¬ 


ing  of  the  hobby  and  its  ramifications, 
and  from  there  the  collector  is  now 
ready  to  proceed  to  yet  another  book — 
R.  S.  Yeoman’s  Handbook  of  United 
States  Coins. 

As  stated  previously,  the  Handbook 
is  now  in  its  28th  edition  and  it  is  ob¬ 
vious  that  this  is  a  well  established 
reference  work  in  the  field  of  coin  col¬ 
lecting.  While  the  Blue  Book  may  be 
considered  an  extension  of  Buying  and 
Selling  United  States  Coins,  for  twenty- 
seven  years  it  has  remained  a  best  seller 
by  virtue  of  the  invaluable  information 
contained  in  its  128  pages.  In  addition 
to  valuation  changes  that  appear  yearly, 
our  editors  go  over  the  book  with  a 
fine-tooth  comb  to  come  up  with  new 
information  and  improvements  that  are 
incorporated  into  each  new  edition. 
Right  now,  let’s  take  a  look  at  some  of 
the  features  of  this  book  that  arc  often 
overlooked  by  some  of  its  most  faithful 
adherents. 

To  begin  with,  the  fundamentals  of 
coin  collecting  are  explored  in  detail: 
collecting  coins,  grading  coins,  locating 
mint  marks;  finding  a  dealer,  subscrib¬ 
ing  to  coin  publications,  contacting  a 
coin  club.  The  striking  of  regular  issues 
and  of  proof  coins  is  fully  described,  as 
well  as  the  condition,  cleaning,  and 
preservation  of  coins.  Mint  mark  loca¬ 
tion  and  distinguishing  marks  on  certain 
varieties  are  clearly  described  and  il¬ 
lustrated.  Numismatic  terminology  and 
abbreviations  are  given.  There  is  data 
on  fractional  currency  (United  States 
paper  money  of  the  Civil  War  in  low 
denominations),  for  which  values  arc 
given  in  two  grades,  Very  Fine  and 
New,  a  short  section  on  colonial  coins, 
and  a  chart  of  modem  United  States 
coin  standards  showing  weight,  fineness, 
and  size.  Hard  Times  tokens  of  1834-44 
and  the  privately  issued  Civil  War  to¬ 
kens  arc  included.  Every  coin  type,  both 
regular  and  commemorative,  made  by 
the  United  States  is  illustrated,  with 
supportive  data,  for  the  intelligent  col¬ 
lecting  of  coins.  A  capsule  history  of 
United  States  paper  money  is  included, 


and  a  bibliography  for  the  convenience 
of  those  who  wish  to  study  the  hobby 
further. 

Lest  the  casual  reader  at  this  point 
decide  that  the  Blue  Book  is  published 
for  the  beginning  collector  only,  let  us 
divest  him  of  this  opinion  immediately. 
Much  in  the  Handbook  is  directed  at 
the  advanced  collector.  Location  of  mint 
marks  and  certain  irregularities  are  of 
great  interest  to  him;  also  coin  condi¬ 
tion,  grading  guides,  mintage  figures 
and  special  varieties.  Notes  on  each 
denomination  are  included  and  every 
United  States  coin  is  listed,  even  if 
worth  only  face  value,  with  average 
wholesale  values  in  up  to  five  grades 
of  condition.  All  type  coins  and  major 
varieties  are  illustrated  with  full  size 
photos,  and  information  on  engraver 
and  location  of  initials  is  given. 

In  addition  to  regular  United  States 
issues  there  are  some  very  interesting 
and  important  pattern  pieces  such  as 
the  $4.00  gold  pieces  (called  Stellas), 
Gobrccht  dollars,  1859-60  traditional 
half  dimes,  the  half  disme  of  1 792,  the 
1837  token  Half  Cent  Worth  of  Pure 


An  important  process  in  the  manufacture  of  Bluo 
Book j.  The  Dexter  Case  Making  machine  produces 
covers  for  hard-bound  books  at  the  rote  of  1.000 


Copper.  Significant  restrikes  (especially 
the  1804  1<),  fakes,  and  alterations  are 
called  to  the  reader’s  attention. 

In  spite  of  all  of  this  specialized  in¬ 
formation,  the  Blue  Book  is  truly  aimed 
at  the  beginning  collector,  but  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  the  dyed-in-the-wool  en¬ 
thusiast  never  fails  to  procure  his  an¬ 
nual  edition  also. 

The  question  naturally  arises — what 
of  the  price  changes  for  the  1971  28th 
edition  of  the  Handbook  of  United 
States  Coins?  A  lot  has  happened  with 
various  series;  some  values  have  gone 
up  in  their  wholesale  levels  even  though 
the  coins  remained  constant  in  the 
retail-priced  Red  Book.  This  trend 
shows  more  dealer  interest  in  these 
coins.  Specifically,  the  changes  can  be 
summarized  for  each  section  as  follows. 

The  greatest  activity  was  seen  in  sil¬ 
ver  dollars,  where  all  yearly  types  and 
dates  went  up,  including  every  Liberty 
Seated  listing.  Morgans  now  have  a 
$1.60  minimum  price  and  some  went 
up,  Peace  type  the  same,  and  Trade 
dollars  up  in  most  grades.  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollars  showed  great  market 
strength,  with  many  dates  up,  especially 
in  Very  Fine  condition;  other  types  of 
half  dollars  were  steady.  In  the  quarters, 
early  dates  went  up  slightly,  a  Very 
Good  column  was  added  for  Barber  and 
Liberty  Standing  issues,  and  a  mini¬ 
mum  value  of  28c  was  established  for 
any  silver  25c  piece.  Key  dates  were 
down  in  the  Barber  series,  while  the 
rest  held  firm. 

In  the  dimes.  Mercury  issues  are  now 
priced  in  Very  Fine  for  many  late  dates, 
and  all  silver  1 0<*  pieces  now  have  a 
base  value  of  eleven  cents.  Activity  was 
sporadic  in  the  minor  coinages;  various 
dates  went  up  or  dowrn,  with  no  set  pat¬ 
tern  of  a  new  trend  established.  The 
celebrated  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent 
(really  a  pattern,  but  accepted  as  part 
of  the  series  because  of  its  great  popu¬ 
larity)  was  lowered  in  value  for  all 
grades.  In  the  2c  and  3c  nickel  scries, 
key  proofs  were  slightly  down. 

Gold  was  in  need  of  readjustment  as 
the  world  value  of  this  precious  metal 
had  stabilized  to  a  greater  extent  than 
in  the  previous  year.  Base  values  were 
thus  lowered  for  the  larger  gold  pieces; 
$5  Liberty  is  now  $36  in  Extremely 
Fine  and  the  Indian  Head  type  is 
S32.50.  Other  higher  denominations  had 
similar  downward  adjustments. 

The  lowest  gold  denomination,  the 
$1.00,  showed  a  higher  base  value  on 
common  dates.  As  these  coins  are  so 
small  in  size  they  are  often  desired  for 
jewelry  purposes,  and  over  a  period  of 
sears  they  have  become  more  scarce 
than  they  otherwise  would  had  they  not 
been  absorbed  by  a  non-numismatic 
market.  Strangely,  the  $2/j  and  $3  gold 


pieces  showed  no  particular  activity  ex¬ 
cept  in  a  few  scattered  dates  o t  the 
latter.  From  a  strictly  numismatic  stand¬ 
point,  of  the  larger  pieces  only  the  early 
issues  of  the  $10  (Eagles)  went  up;  the 
rest  remained  constant. 

A  modest  increase  in  the  suggested 
retail  price  of  this  years  Blue  Book  has 
been  forced  upon  us  because  of  higher 
labor,  material,  and  shipping  costs:  that 
new  figure  is  $1.50  for  the  new  edition. 
We  have  not  compromised  on  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  this  standard  reference:  it  is  still 
128  packed  pages  of  infonnation  in  the 
familiar  hard-bound  blue  so  well  known 
everywhere.  Stock  number  is  9050.  ■ 


WHITMAN  REPRESENTED 
AT  ANNUAL  A.N.A.  SHOW 


Ken  Breuett  delivering  Kit  speech  at  the  Educa¬ 
tional  Forum  of  the  A.N.A.  Convention. 


The  79th  annual  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  convention  held  in  St. 
Louis  in  August  was,  in  everyone’s  opin¬ 
ion,  the  biggest,  best,  and  most  active 
ever.  The  pace  was  fast,  and  there  sim¬ 
ply  weren’t  enough  hours  in  a  day  to 
accomplish  everything. 

R.  S.  Yeoman,  Ken  Bressctt,  and  Neil 
Shafer  represented  Whitman  Publish¬ 
ing  at  the  show'  and  were  probably 
three  of  the  busiest  people  there.  Mr. 
Yeoman,  dean  of  numismatics,  had  a 
full  schedule,  both  at  the  convention 
and  elsew'hcre.  At  the  Famous-Barr  de¬ 
partment  store  in  St.  Louis  he  held  a 
very  successful  autographing  session  and 
was  a  one-man  panel  on  the  “At  Your 
Service”  program  on  station  KMOX 
Radio  St.  Louis,  in  which  listeners  called 
in  numismatic  questions  to  be  answered 
by  Mr.  Yeoman.  At  the  convention  he 
acted  as  an  exhibit  judge  and  attended 
many  meetings  of  the  variotis  affiliated 
numismatic  societies. 

At  the  Educational  Forum,  Ken  Brcs- 
sett,  Manager  of  the  Whitman  Coin 
Supply  Department,  delivered  a  talk  on 
“Coins  and  Religion — Facts  and  Fa¬ 
bles,”  presenting  new  thoughts  on  the 
collecting  of  religious  coins  of  all  faiths. 
In  appreciation  of  his  speech  he  was 


awarded  a  bronze  medal.  Ken  was  also 
deeply  involved  in  various  meetings, 
among  them  OTACS  (Old  Timers  As¬ 
say  Commissioners  Society),  which  Mr— 
Yeoman  also  attended.  This  society  cor* 
sists  of  those  who  have  in  the  past  been 
appointed  Assay  Commissioners  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Shafer,  Whitman’s  paper  money 
specialist,  gave  a  brief  impromptu 
speech  to  the  Paper  Money  Collectors 
of  Michigan  club  and  attended  the 
Board  meeting  and  general  meeting  of 
the  International  Bank  Note  Society. 
All  three  Whitman  representatives  at¬ 
tended  many  numismatic  society  meet¬ 
ings  and  met  old  friends  and  new, 
among  them  many  of  the  panelists  for 
the  Whitman  Red  Book,  Blue  Book,  and 
the  world  coin  books. 

The  ANA  annual  convention  is  a 
combination  business  and  social  affair  in 
which  coin  dealers  and  numismatists 
have  an  opportunity  to  meet  and  dis¬ 
cuss  the  various  aspects  of  their  common 
business  or  hobby.  It  is  a  fertile  ground 
for  the  exchange  of  ideas,  and  the  only 
frequent  complaint  is  that  there  is  never 
enough  time  to  do  everything  and  sec 
everyone. 

This  year’s  convention  w’as,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  the  participants,  the 
greatest  success  in  ANA  history.  Activity 
in  the  bourse  was  at  an  extremely  fast 
pace,  and  both  dealers  and  hobbyists 
expressed  the  opinion  that  all  indica¬ 
tions  pointed  to  a  resurgence  of  interest 
and  activity  in  the  coin  hobby.  ■ 

MODERN  WORLD  COINS 
PUBLISHED  IN  JAPANESE 


The  collecting  of  foreign  coins 
throughout  the  world  is  increasing  rap¬ 
idly  in  popularity,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  recent  production  of  the  third  edi¬ 
tion  of  Current  Coin .«  of  the  World  in 
Japanese.  This  month,  Taisei  Stamps 
and  Coins  Company.  No.  15  1-Chome, 
Edobashi.  Nihonbashi,  Chuo-ku,  Tokyo, 
Japan,  publisher  of  the  Japanese  edition 
of  CCW.  has  again  released  a  Whitman 
product  in  Japanese,  this  time  the  ninth 
edition  of  A  Catalog  of  Modern  World 
Coins. 


Layout  of  Modern  World  Coins  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  English  version, 
and  at  first  glance  the  volume  could 
^nsily  he  mistaken  for  the  English  edi¬ 
tion.  Illustrations  are  identical  and  Ara¬ 
bic  numbers  are  used  for  the  “Y”  num¬ 
bering  system.  Prices  are  in  yen.  The 
two  world  coin  books  are  extremely 
popular  in  Japan  and  sales  are  steady. 
Both  books  are  easy  to  use,  regardless  of 
the  language  in  which  they  are  printed. 

In  addition  to  these  two  “firsts”  for 
Whitman,  Taisci  Stamp  and  Coin  Com¬ 
pany  has  also  published  an  article  on 
Western  Publishing  Company’s  Coin 
Supply  Department  in  the  numismatic 
and  philatelic  magazine  Bonanza,  Sep¬ 
tember  1970  issue.  A  short  history  of 
the  department,  its  personnel  and  prod¬ 
ucts,  was  illustrated  by  photos  of  the 
staff  and  operations  in  the  plant. 

We  arc  happy  to  be  able  to  cooperate 
with  Mr.  Oka  of  Taisei  Stamps  and 
Coins  Company  for  the  betterment  of 
our  common  hobby.  We  feel  that  Mr. 
Oka  and  Western  together  are  serving 
collectors  and  helping  to  build  a  strong 
international  numismatic  fraternity.  ■ 

BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT~ 

THERE  ARE  STILL  BARGAINS 

►  In  a  recent  letter  from  a  happy  cus- 
omcr,  we  were  complimented  on  the 


outstanding  value  collectors  can  still  get 
in  the  Whitman  line  of  black  cover 
coin  reference  books.  Their  suggested 
retail  price  of  $1.00  has  not  changed 
since  the  line  was  introduced  in  1958. 

Since  then,  a  total  of  thirteen  titles 
has  appeared  and  of  these,  six  of  the  top 
best  sellers  are  still  in  print.  Many  col¬ 
lectors.  we  find,  have  formed  a  set  of  all 
books  in  this  series,  which,  together  with 
the  standard  Whitman  coin  catalogs, 
provides  information  on  such  a  variety 
of  subjects  that  little  else  is  required  for 
a  well  balanced  library. 

All  of  these  black  cover  coin  reference 
kooks  are  exceptionally  durable,  bound 
in  soft  black  kivar  leatherette,  and 
printed  on  heavy  glossy  paper.  Illustra¬ 
tions  in  each  arc  profuse  and  excellent 
examples  of  the  subject.  In  many  of 


them  both  coins  and  paper  money  are 
covered. 

The  format  of  each  book  is  straight¬ 
forward  and  the  material  well  otganized, 
the  type  well  set  and  easy  to  read.  At  the 
beginning  of  each  book  a  short  history  of 
the  subject  is  given,  and  in  some  cases 
a  history  of  the  country  involved.  Where 
necessary,  an  index  and  bibliography  arc 
included. 

And  this  isn’t  all.  The  content  of  each 
book  is  accurate  and  up  to  date,  au¬ 
thored  by  a  numismatist  who  is  an 
expert  in  that  particular  field.  This  ma¬ 
terial  cannot  be  outdated — it  will  always 
be  relevant — and  printed  on  high  quality 
glossy  stock  encased  in  durable  kivar, 
comprises  a  set  of  books  that  will  last  as 
long  as  one  is  able  to  read  them.  It  is 
evident  to  anyone  familiar  with  today’s 
prices  (and  who  isn’t)  that  future  edi¬ 
tions  may  be  priced  double  the  present 
retail.  This  is  the  time  to  capitalize  on  a 
truly  outstanding  bargain  in  numis¬ 
matic  literature.  Here’s  a  short  synopsis 
of  each  one. 

The  Colonial  Coinage  of  the  U.S. 
Virgin  Islands,  by  Lincoln  W.  Higgie — 
At  the  beginning  of  this  book  a  capsule 
history  of  the  islands  and  a  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  their  coinage  are  given.  The 
Virgin  Islands  were  Danish  colonics 
from  late  in  the  seventeenth  century  to 
1917,  when  they  became  a  United  States 
possession  by  virtue  of  purchase  and 
treaty’.  Though  diminutive  in  area,  they 
experienced  all  the  monetary  trials  and 
tribulations  of  a  more  powerful  nation, 
being  influenced  by  the  Napoleonic 
Wars  in  Europe,  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
California,  and  a  shortage  of  silver  coins. 

The  illustrations  in  this  booklet  arc 
very  good,  those  of  the  paper  money  ex¬ 
ceptionally  so.  No.  9360,  64  pages,  is  a 
concise,  well  organized  listing  of  the 
coins,  tokens,  and  paper  money  of  the 
Colonial  Virgin  Islands. 


Patriotic  Civil  War  T okens,  by  George 
and  Melvin  Fuld — For  the  Civil  War 
buff,  this  book  is  a  “must.”  The  many 
tokens  of  the  Civil  War  arc  classified  by 
slogan  and  are  listed  in  detailed  charts 
with  distinguishing  marks,  metals,  and 
values.  No.  9047,  80  pages,  has  22 
plates,  appendix  and  descriptive  tables, 
as  well  as  rarity  ratings. 


A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Frac¬ 
tional  Currency,  by  Matt  Rothert — An 
intriguing  scries  that  deserves  more  pop¬ 
ularity.  With  the  beginning  of  the  Civil 
War,  hard  money  disappeared  and 
commerce  was  in  danger  of  being  totally 
incapacitated.  To  avert  this  calamity, 
many  paper  money  issues  of  small  cur¬ 
rency  were  put  into  circulation,  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  actual  postage  stamps 
then  in  use,  and  were  used  during  the 
extremely  important  period  of  1862  to 
1876.  All  fractional  currency  issues  are 
listed  along  with  odd  varieties,  experi¬ 
mental,  and  trial  notes.  No.  9099,  84 
pages. 


Hawaiian  Coins,  Tokens  and  Paper 
Money,  by  Ken  Bressett  and  Maurice 
Gould — This  interesting  book  covers  all 
issues  of  coins,  tokens,  scrip,  paper 
money,  and  medals  from  the  first  issue  in 
1836  to  the  overprinted  U.S.  currency 
of  World  War  II.  A  short  history  and 
a  map  of  Hawaii  accompany  portraits  of 
Hawaiian  royalty.  In  1900  Hawaii  be¬ 
came  a  Territory  of  the  United  States 
and  a  state  in  1959.  No.  9049,  48  pages. 

Foreign  Coins  Struck  at  U.S.  Mints, 
by  Charles  G.  Altz  and  E.  H.  Barton — 
In  1875  Congress  authorized  the  minting 
of  foreign  coinage  at  the  United  States 
Mint.  Since  that  time  countries  all  over 
the  world  have  used  the  United  States 
Mint  to  produce  much  needed  coinage. 
These  countries  arc  listed  alphabetically 
in  this  reference  book  and  illustrations 
for  each  arc  numerous.  A  collecting  field 
in  which  the  unusual  is  usual  and  a 
challenge  to  any  collector.  No.  9378, 
64  pages. 

Moneys  of  the  Bible,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman 
— An  extremely  interesting  booklet  in 
which  every  coin  mentioned  in  the  Bible 
is  discussed  and  photographed.  Here  is 
something  that  everyone  is  familiar  with 
and  an  intriguing  series  for  collectors. 
The  reader  of  this  book  will  know  his 
Bible  better  as  well  as  the  Bible  coins. 
No.  9092,  64  pages. 

The  purchaser  of  one  or  all  of  these 
black  cover  coin  reference  books  may 
be  sure  that  he  is  getting  full  value  for 
his  money  and  more  besides.  Now  is  the 
time  to  let  your  customers  know  what’s 
available  in  this  line.  It’s  an  opportunity 
that  shouldn’t  be  overlooked.  ■ 


WHY  CURRENT  COINS 
OF  THE  WORLD? 

Many  questions  still  arise  regarding 
the  relationship  of  R.  S.  Yeoman’s  Cur¬ 
rent  Coins  of  the  World  to  the  older 
and  very  familiar  Catalog  of  Modern 
World  Coins  (known  universally  as  the 
Brown  Book),  also  by  R.  S.  Yeoman. 
They  are  simply  answered — the  Brown 
Book  was  full  to  capacity  and  could  no 
longer  tolerate  the  yearly  addition  of 
new  issues.  Another  volume  was  re¬ 
quired.  This  would  absorb  the  constant 
and  heavy  flow  of  new  issues  of  estab¬ 
lished  countries  and  the  coinage  of 
emerging  nations,  while  permitting  more 
intensive  inner  refinements  in  the  Brown 
Book. 

The  first  edition  of  the  new  publica¬ 
tion,  appropriately  entitled  Current 
Coins  of  the  World,  was  published  in 
1966.  It  overlapped  the  Brown  Book 
on  issues  from  1945  to  about  1964,  the 
point  at  which  the  Brown  Book  stopped 
its  listings.  In  the  fourth  edition  of 
CCW  just  released,  the  approximate 
starting  date  is  1948.  which  lessens  the 
extent  of  overlap  and  furnishes  more 
space  for  new  listings.  It  is  anticipated 
that  eventually  there  will  be  no  over¬ 
lap:  instead  a  simple  continuation  of 
listings  similar  to  that  of  the  Brown 
Book  and  the  Craig  book  on  Coins  of 
the  World  1750-1850. 

Current  Coins  has  two  special  fea¬ 
tures  that  are  becoming  increasingly 
important  as  they  expand — the  sections 
on  World  Proof  Sets  1950  to  Date  and 
Controversial  Recent  Issues.  Both  of 
these  were  introduced  in  the  third  edi¬ 


tion  and  w'erc  greeted  with  great  en¬ 
thusiasm  by  collectors.  The  acquisition 
of  proof  sets  is  a  well  established  part 
of  the  collecting  of  modem  coins  of  the 
world  and  Current  Coins  would  not 
be  a  comprehensive  reference  work 
without  them.  The  Controversial  Issues 
were  included  as  an  answer  to  the  many 
questions  that  had  arisen  concerning  va¬ 
rious  coin-like  issues  that  had  made 
their  appearance.  Were  they  legitimate? 


Should  collectors  go  ahead  and  buy 
them  as  part  of  that  particular  coun¬ 
try’s  coinage?  What  was  Whitman  go¬ 
ing  to  do  about  them?  Were  they  to  be 
recognized  and  included  in  the  book  at 
all?  Whitman  had  to  acknowledge  the 
existence  of  such  issues,  but  of  course 
did  not  wish  to  dictate  to  the  hobby 
any  sort  of  policy  on  collecting  them. 
Facts  concerning  these  emissions  were 
gathered,  and  it  seemed  logical  to  com¬ 
pile  a  separate  section  for  those  issues 
that  fell  under  certain  specifications. 
The  first  listing  and  explanation  of  these 


issues  (in  the  third  edition,  as  men¬ 
tioned  previously)  was  rather  vague,  as 
sufficient  information  was  not  available 
for  a  more  definitive  text.  In  the  fourth^^ 
edition,  not  only  has  this  text  been 
panded.  it  has  been  completely  rewritten 
to  explain  the  exact  meaning  of  “Con¬ 
troversial  Issues”  and  why  they  were 
segregated  in  the  first  place. 

It  seems  that  the  term  “White  Book” 
is  gaining  in  popularity  as  a  nickname 
for  Current  Coins  of  the  World.  An  in¬ 
creased  number  of  advertisements  and 
articles  refer  to  it  in  this  manner  and 
perhaps  it  is  a  suitable  name  to  use  for 
quick  reference.  But  whatever  it  is 
called — the  Yeoman  book.  Current 
Coins,  or  the  White  Book — you  can  be 
sure  that  the  utmost  effort  has  gone  into 
its  preparation  and  that  collectors  every¬ 
where  eagerly  await  its  arrival. 

A  colorful  new  binding  and  a  great 
many  improvements,  revisions,  and  ad¬ 
ditions  spark  the  newly-released  fourth 
edition  of  R.  S.  Yeoman's  standard  ref¬ 
erence,  Current  Coins  of  the  World. 
Without  doubt  this  book  has  become 
one  of  the  most  important  to  all  col¬ 
lectors  of  world  coinage,  since  its  main 
function  is  the  listing  and  valuation  of 
the  most  recently  coined  issues  of  the 
world.  In  addition,  the  ever-increasing 
popularity  of  collecting  by  “Y”  numbers 
heightens  the  demand  for  this  book,  and^^ 
appreciation  in  value  of  those  issues 
ready  listed  also  stimulates  this  increase^^ 
in  popularity.  . 

Stock  number  of  Current  Coins  is 
9383,  and  there  are  256  hard-bound 
pages  as  before.  Suggested  retail  price 
has  been  forced  upward  to  a  modest 
$3,  still  one  of  the  greatest  bargains  on 
the  numismatic  market  today.  ■ 
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